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        ‘We lift our eyes to the hills’  

 May Newsletter 2024 
                           
As I write this we have just had an absolutely fantastic Sports Day!  The sun shone, the 

children shined and we were thankful for the amazing turnout of families, governors, 

siblings, friends and extended family in support.      

 

Bringing Sports Day forward this year worked 

well with the weather, and was aptly timed for 

Mental Health Week, an important aspect of 

which is staying active and healthy.   

 

Sport and outdoor activity has been a key 

feature of the last 2 months.  We have 

participated in a ski competition, cross-country running, Mile Challenge, Forest School, 

gardening, sketching outdoors, athletics in PE lessons and fun playtimes out on the big 

playing field – building dens, playing football, playing in the Tepees, and making snail 

gardens, daisy chains and poppy garlands. 

 

Our children’s lunchtime sketching is not only part of their 

curriculum development in Art and creative skills, but also 

helps with mindfulness and boosting self esteem.  We 

recently erected the centre piece of our work with 

illustrator Sophie Martin from the end of last year in 

Reception – please do pop in and take a look. 

 

Ofsted We are pleased to report that our final Ofsted 

Inspection Report arrived and confirmed that we are a 

Good school.  Here is the link: 

https://files.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50246829 

 

Ski Competition 

Led by Mrs Corbett, Selside Skiers took part in the 

Kendal Snowsports Primary Inter-school Ski 

Competition with over 100 competitors.  A very big 

well done for their training and participation – they 

did themselves proud! 
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Mile Challenge  

On Tuesday and Thursday mornings Miss 

O’Callaghan leads a mile run along the 

trail around the playing field. 

Children record their miles on 

their Mile Challenge card. 

 School Sports Day 

We are very proud of the 

way our children tried their 

hardest and had courage and 

kindness for each other in 

their races, particular in supporting their younger teammates in their houses – Owls, 

Squirrels, Ants and Tortoises.   After presentation of the winners cup, the children 

enjoyed a well deserved icecream, kindly provided by SSA. 

 From our Classes . . . .  

Nursery and Reception have been learning about Australia.  They 

received talks from people who have lived, worked and travelled through the country 

and enjoyed making Australiam lamingtons!   

Lots of outdoor learning too.  The children have been playing in the tepees with 

wheelbarrows, making mud paintings and nature weaving.  They have also been 

developing their tool skills including using secateurs to tidy the den and saws to make 

caterpillars from elder. 

At the time of writing, the Adventurers Class are enjoying their trip to St Catherine’s 

Wood with Woodmatters – more about this in next month’s newsletter.   
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   From our Classes . . . . 

 
The Explorers made Dandelion Honey syrup using  the open fire cooking pot from 

dandelions picked on the field as a class treat for their full rewards jar. They then 

learnt how to use the storm kettles safely to make hot chocolate.  Once set, the 

Discoverers made toast over the open camp fire and taste tested it – it was 

delicious! 

 

In Science, the Discoverers have been busy with practical 

learning about circuits and blood/ circulation, and in 

Computing they did some amazing work on coding using 

Microbits to program algorithms, making flashing hearts, 

emojis and step counters – learning about human error vs 

computer error. 

 

The Explorers and Discoverers wrote some absolutely amazing poetry for the  

Lakeland Book of the Year Poetry Competition run by  Cumbria Tourism.  The theme  

was diversity and inclusion and we are very proud of the work our children have  

written.   

 

 

 

Year 6 Treat 
 

At the end of SATS week, our Year 6 pupils 

enjoyed the afternoon in Kendal as a treat for all 

their hard work this year, and all the time they 

have been with us.  They celebrated with a visit 

to Waterstones, to choose a book, and milkshakes 

from Bob & Berts.  Well done Year 6! 
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Exploring and Discovering – Trips  

In April, the Explorers and 

Discovers enjoyed a day trip to 

Stott Park Bobbin Mill and 

Manjushri Medication Centre.  

At Stott Park they learnt 

about life in the mill as part of 

their Industrial Revolution 

topic.  In the afternoon we 

explored the Buddhist faith 

and way of life.   

 

Cross-Country Running Club  

 
Our runners have been 

planning their route,                               

learning about safety, 

how to warm up, map                          

reading and improving 

fitness and technique.                                 

Gardening Club  Gardeners have been making recycled planters for Country Fest. 

Selside School Association (SSA)                                                     

Thank you to everyone who contributed to Bag2School - a fantastic £136.00 was raised.    

Tepee Tots toddler/parent group                                                                                                                                       
We will continue to run every Friday, 9.30-11.30am from 7 June.  New families always 

welcome. 

 

Selside Team Updates 
 

Mrs Stevens will return after the half term break.  We have all missed her and look 

forward to seeing her at Breakfast Club, lunch times and After School Club.  

 

Rev Michelle Woodcock is our new vicar.  Children know 

her very well through our Tuesday Collective Worship.  She 

is also joining our Governing body and we wish her a very 

warm welcome to Selside.  
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Our daily journeys to school in the past month (and will be even better after the road is 

resurfaced over the holidays!).  Coming to school in such beautiful surroundings, seeing 

the hills beyond fields of buttercups with cattle turned out and thriving lambs; and 

being so close to nature has been a pleasure for us all. 

With very best wishes 

 

 

June Lowther & all the Selside School Team 
 

DIARY DATES 
 

 

SSA                                   
 

Saturday 1 June - Potter the Fell 
 

Monday 24 June - 7.00pm in school – SSA Next Meeting,                       

all welcome 
 

Saturday 13 July – Camp Out 
 

Newsletters are also posted in the News section of our school website: 

https://selside.cumbria.sch.uk/newsletters/                                                                                                       

Paper copy – If you would like a paper copy of this newsletter please contact the school office.    

 

School Dates 
 

Fri 24 May:  Adventurers Adventure Day Trip to St Catherine’s Wood with Woodmatters 
 

w/c 27 May:  May Half Term holiday, back to school Mon 3 June 
 

Thur 6 June:  Year 6 London Trip 
 

Wed 19 June: Year 5 Queen Katherine School Experience Day (during school day) 
 

Wed 19 - Fri 21 June:  Explorers Residential Trip 
 

Thur 27 June:  Farm Open Day Visit - Explorers & Discoverers - (during school day) 
 

Tues 2 - Fri 5 July:  Discoverers Residential Trip 
 

Tues 16 July:  Summer Concert at 2pm in school where we will celebrate all our childrens’ 
year here, and our Year 6 leavers.  All welcome. 

 
Fri 19 July:  End of term – break up at 1.30 pm 

https://selside.cumbria.sch.uk/newsletters/

