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Climate Action Plan

As part of the Department for Education’s (DfE) requirements, your plan will need to include at least one action from these four key areas:
1. Decarbonisation (D)
2. Biodiversity (B)
3. Adaptation and Resilience (AR)
4. Climate Education and Green Careers (CEGC)

At Future Fixers, we believe that helping the planet helps you too. That’s why pupil involvement is central to our approach. When children take part in climate action—whether through workshops, data collection, or idea generation - they don’t just contribute to sustainability, they also experience a boost in:
· Positivity: Feeling hopeful and optimistic about the future
· Agency: Recognising their power to make a difference
· Connection: Strengthening relationships with others and the wider world
We call this the 3 B’s: actions that BENEFIT you, other people, and the planet. When an activity supports children’s emotional wellbeing, we highlight its dual impact on the climate and the child’s personal development.
This plan has 3 sections…
1. About Selside Endowed Primary School														p2
2. Establishing a baseline – understanding your starting points											p3
3. Taking action – realistic ideas, suggestions and next steps to make a difference								p4

Nurseries, schools and colleges are expected to nominate a sustainability lead. Our sustainability lead is _____________________________. 

N.B. This action plan includes many suggested actions (a number identified by the children), suggested timescales and resources (some third sector and some commercial). These are all suggestions and it is it at the school’s discretion to control the pace and timing of any implementation. Cost is implied by using the £ symbol form £ to £££.

Any companies, organisations, or services mentioned in this document are provided for illustrative or informational purposes only. They are not affiliated with Future Fixers (CIC) and we do not endorse, recommend, or receive any benefit - financial or otherwise - from including them.
	PART 1: OUR SCHOOL

	About Selside Endowed Primary School;
· We are a small school in a very rural location – some children are local enough to walk/cycle, we have a school bus and a number arrive in cars (by necessity)
· A very old building (1800s), extended and updated over the years, most recent extension 2017.
· Oil fired central heating with a range of ambient radiators (new and old), double glazing throughout
· Some limited recycling procedures established with pupil involvement (batteries) but access for wagons makes full recycling problematic
· 2 playgrounds with extensive adjacent field areas, a beck, wild areas, bird hide, small woodland and pond area (routinely used for outdoor learning)
· Meals cooked on site
· Uniform policy that encourages belonging and activity – sharing and reusing encouraged
· Curriculum – meets the requirements of the National Curriculum
· A wide range of both new and old devices including screens, laminators, laptops, tablets (with timed charging units)

What we do at Selside Endowed Primary School already to learn about and reduce the impact on our climate (pupil responses);
· Outdoor Learning– pond area and large field, ‘Christmas wreaths and soup’
· Recycling and paper use, ‘we use paper even when it is small’.
· Technology, ‘don’t get rid of it if you can repair it’.
· Energy and buildings, ‘heating (and lights) on a timer’. We are careful to turn things off, ‘taps’ for example.
· Travel, some children walk and some come on the bus.
· Gardening and growing our own food
· Looking after stationery items, reusing and refilling – ‘we don’t blunt pens when writing, we put the glue stick lids on’.

Suggested next steps from the children;
· Consider reinforcing and improving habits about only using what is needed – paper, pens, glue sticks. Purchase only recycled paper.
· Could we have solar panels on the roof, there’s lots of room?
· Install rainwater toilets (‘rainwater harvesting’).
· Learn more about ‘green house gas and renewables’.
· Reduce what we use before we think about recycling; ‘only buy recycled paper’.
· Purchase a water butt and a compost bin; ‘Instead of using water from the school let rain fill up buckets to water plants’.
· Update with the best ‘tech’ with good batteries and a long life.
· Organise ‘a repair shop where people come in with broken things and get things repaired’.
· We could ‘repair our uniforms’ – organise a ‘repair’ event in school.


	PART 2: ESTABLISHING A BASELINE

	[bookmark: _Hlk214002373]DfE
	GOAL
	ACTION
	STEPS
	TIME
	TOOLS, RESOURCES AND INFO
	COST

	D
	Understand your school’s carbon footprint by identifying where your emissions come from.
	Use an online tool; Keep Britain Tidy’s to get a breakdown of carbon emissions.

	1. Register
2. Collect date
3. Submit
4. Download and review report.
	Complete Dec 2025

	Count Your Carbon - Eco Schools (eco-schools.org.uk)
	£

	D
	Understand your school's energy efficiency by conducting a review of energy use.
	Review the Recommendation Report from your Display Energy Certificate [DEC] to understand the schools’ energy efficiency.
	1. Access online resources.
2. Complete audit and review findings.
3. Add objectives to this action plan.
	March 2026
	Energy efficiency: guidance for the school and further education college estate - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

https://climateambassadors.org.uk/get-involved/
	£

	CEGC
	Understand your curriculum by   reviewing for climate change content.
	Review curriculum to understand where climate change could feature. 
	1. Download resource – attached
2. Complete in partnership with staff and children.
3. Review gaps.
	March 2026
	

	£

	





	PART 3: TAKING ACTION – ideas, suggestions and next steps…

	GOAL
	ACTION
	STEPS
	TIME
	TOOLS, RESOURCES AND INFO
	COST

	DECARBONISATION – Reducing our carbon emissions

	Increase the number of journeys that include active or shared travel.
	Increase our school's knowledge of active and sustainable travel.

Run the ‘walking bus’ every summer.
	1. Research transport links, timetables and accessibility.
2. Consider the feasibility of using car shares/public transport when booking trips and visits.
3. Travel survey for all – identity opportunities for car shares.
	Feb 2026
	


	N/A

	Encourage active travel by providing cycle skills sessions.
	Organise external cycle skills lessons for students to improve their skills and safety on their bikes.

Consider extending to parents, carers and teaching staff.
	1. Contact CycleWise
2. Explore training options for children, staff and the community.
3. Implement on an annual basis.
	Feb 2026
	https://cyclewise.co.uk/youth-schools/bikeability-cycle-training-in-schools/

	£

	Reduce waste, consumption and recycling.
	Adopt a “Refuse and Reuse First” Mindset;

Refuse unnecessary items – Say no to freebies, excess packaging, and single-use products.

Choose reusable alternatives – Use refillable bottles, cloth bags, and durable containers.

Repair before replacing – Fix broken items or repurpose them creatively.
	1. Buy less and buy better – Prioritise quality over quantity to reduce future waste.
2. Avoid over-recycling – Learn what truly needs recycling and what can be reused or composted (ensure composting bins are available).
3. Simplify sorting systems – Label bins clearly and educate staff on proper disposal.
4. Take part in Waste Week – March 2026
	Establish ASAP








March 2026
	https://www.rhs.org.uk/soil-composts-mulches/composting







https://www.jointhepod.org/campaigns/ww26

	£

	
	Increase our school’s knowledge of waste, consumption and recycling by visiting reuse and recycling centre.
	1. Take pupils on a trip.
2. Run a lesson afterwards to reflect/ share what pupils learned.
	June 2026
	https://www.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and-street-cleaning/recycling/find-household-waste-recycling-centre-hwrc/grange-over-sands-household-waste-recycling-centre

	£

	Promote plants and reduce meat consumption by having a plant-power day.
	Have a plant-power or meat free day.

Teach about the benefits of reduced meat and more plants in your diet.

Teach how to make nutritional and tasty vegetarian meals.
	1. Plan meat free event. Promote.
2. Update curriculum to include information about low/no meat diets.
3. Consider focus for D&T/Science curriculum.
	June 2026
	https://meatfreemondays.com/get-involved/educators/

https://zerocarboncumbria.co.uk/action/cumbrian-carrot-connections/

	N/A

	Paper
	Review the school’s procurement policy and ensure paper purchased is recycled.

Review teaching and learning policy to reduce printed resources and worksheets.

Use technology as a preferred and promoted means of communication (online newsletters, surveys, forms etc.)

Consider school policies with regard to printing and document management.
	1. Update procurement policy.
2. Review T&L policy and introduce the notion of reduced reliance on printed materials where appropriate.
3. Update communication procedures and policy.
	June 2026
	https://www.bbc.com/future/bespoke/made-on-earth/how-paper-is-making-a-comeback/

https://oxfordtefl.com/blog/9-tools-for-making-the-classroom-paperless/


	£

	Uniform & Stationery
	Encourage reuse by hosting swap events.

Encourage reuse by hosting repair workshops.

Encourage reuse by borrowing rather than buying.
	1. Host a swap event where children and families can swap clothes, books, and games.
2. Donate surplus to charities.
3. Run a repair shop at your school encouraging students and staff and the community to bring in broken items for repair.
4. Bike repair workshops at school.
	June 2026
	https://www.simplyrepair.org.uk/

	N/A

	Reduce energy use.
	Switch Off When Not in Use



	1. Turn off lights and devices in empty rooms and at the end of the day.
2. Use natural light whenever possible instead of artificial lighting.
3. Nominate Energy Monitors in each class to check switches and screens.
	Establish ASAP
	https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/

https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/home-family-life/work-money/saving-energy

https://cleanenergy.campaign.gov.uk/

Energy Saving Trust



	N/A

	
	Improve Heating and Cooling

	1. Use timing devices and thermostats to control inside temperatures.
2. Keep doors and windows closed when heating is on to avoid heat loss.
3. Dress appropriately for the season to reduce reliance on heating.
4. Report draughts or broken thermostats to staff promptly.
	Establish ASAP
	
	N/A

	
	Use Equipment Wisely
	1. Limit use of high-energy devices like projectors and interactive boards.
2. Set computers and tablets to sleep mode when inactive.
3. Schedule ICT use in blocks to avoid constant powering on/off.
	Establish ASAP
	
	N/A

	Continue to reduce carbon emissions in our buildings by teaching lessons outside. 
	Plan lesson outdoors.

Make the most of your outdoor environments and bring children outside for lessons.
	1. Continue to encourage and implement outdoor learning.
2. Further improve the outdoor environment to create learning spaces – seating, shelter, dens etc.
3. Adjust Teaching and Learning Policy to encourage curriculum planning for outdoor learning.
	 Sept 2026
	Teach Outdoors, Education through outdoor learning

Institute for Outdoor Learning – Home (outdoor-learning.org)

https://futureproofcumbria.org.uk/communities/support-for-schools/#food
	N/A

	If funding allows, consider the installation of solar panels to produce and reduce energy consumption.
	Use solar panel calculator to assess need. 

Undertake feasibility assessment to see if the building is suitable.

Contact a local community energy group for advice.
	1. Calculate potential of installation and feasibility.
2. Take advice from local providers.
3. Initiate installation.
	Sept 2026
	https://pvfitcalculator.energysavingtrust.org.uk/

	£££

	Retrofit our buildings to produce/ reduce energy consumption by installing air source heat pump.
	Undertake feasibility assessment to see if the building is suitable.

Remove oil boilers and replace with heat pumps.
	1. Calculate potential of installation and feasibility.
2. Take advice from local providers.
3. Initiate installation.
	Sept 2026
	https://globalenergysystems.co.uk/case-studies/

	£££

	Change behaviours in our communities by running a ‘Switch-off’ campaign. 
	Encourage students and staff to turn off lights and monitors.

Provide information to parents/carers in your newsletters.
	1. Plan campaign.
2. Publicise and promote.
3. Share outcomes in school and with the community.
	
	https://www.jointhepod.org/campaigns/sof25#

	£

	BIODIVERSITY – Habitats and Nature

	Increase our school's knowledge of biodiversity.
	Redevelop the gardening area.

Advertise amongst pupils.

Grow plants and get students involved in maintenance/ harvest.
	1. Identify suitable areas.
2. Involve parents and the community in developing and maintenance.
3. Use grown food in school (see below).
4. Celebrate and publicise.
	March 2026.
	https://alpkit.com/pages/foundation-apply

	£

	Increase biodiversity on school property by growing food at your school.
	Locate an area of the school grounds that is suitable for growing a range of simple foods that can be used for meals in school, sent home etc.

This process will also support the school curriculum; science, healthy eating, moving and growing etc.
	1. Locate an area to grow food.
2. Advertise amongst pupils.
3. Grow food and get students/staff/ parents involved in maintenance/ harvest.
4. Distribute food or use in the kitchen or for cooking lessons.
	March 2027
	https://www.rhs.org.uk/education-learning/school-gardening/resources/food-growing/growing-vegetables-in-schools

https://www.wwf.org.uk/sites/default/files/2016-10/Plant2Plate_Growing_Guide.pdf

	£

	ADAPTATION AND RESILIENCE – Being prepared for the future

	Water
	Consider adaptations and installations to create greater water security in times of drought or reduced rainfall. Link developments to the school curriculum.
	1. Take part in Water Week – June 2026
2. Identify opportunities for rainwater harvesting and connection into existing school infrastructure (toilets for example).
3. Access advice and support from experts and industry.
4. Explore funding.
5. Implement as and when possible.
	June 2026
	https://www.jointhepod.org/campaigns/water-week24

https://www.ecosure.co.uk/pages/rainwater-harvesting-systems


	£££

	Assess your school's risk and vulnerability to climate change.

	Make improvements to the school building and campus to protect resources against damage or failure in the event of a climate event or changing climate norms (water, flooding, temperature etc.)
	1. Use tools to assess your climate risk.
2. Vulnerability analysis to identify the most at-risk areas of the school, such as aging infrastructure or vulnerable student populations.
3. Implement identified improvements or changes when feasible, affordable or practicable.
	May 2027
	Local Climate Adaptation Tool (lcat.uk)
This provides information on health and community impacts of weather hazards in your local area.

Climate Justice maps
Understand how health, social and economic inequality and other vulnerabilities impact your local risk.

Local Authority Climate Service
Understand weather impacts for your school.
	£££

	Create a climate adaptation plan.

	Explore, consider, take advice and then implement measures that evolve the building and school policies to account for and adjust to changing climate parameters.
	1. Engage stakeholders to tailor CAPs based on specific school needs and local climate risks.
2. Assess measures based on your climate risk profile, your available resources, and co-benefits.
3. Begin with 'quick win' measures that require minimal investment and show immediate benefits to build momentum.
4. Include measures to build adaptive capacity, for instance thinking about how you can showcase the benefits of a measure as an educational opportunity to teachers, pupils, and parents.
	May 2027
	WWF resources for planning
	£££

	Develop emergency response plans to build resilience in the school.

	Take steps to reduce the impact of an emergency event (linked to the climate) ensuring a positive response to any challenge and the maintenance of educational provision, both remote and onsite.
	1. Establish protocols for rapid recovery after climate events.
2. Ensure you are proactively planning to mitigate risk for vulnerable staff and students, including those with preexisting health vulnerabilities and social vulnerabilities.
	May 2026
	Emergency planning and response for education, childcare, and children’s social care settings - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Local Authority Climate Service (metoffice.gov.uk) Provides helpful information on what hazards might make you at risk.

 
Provides helpful information on community and health impacts to plan for.
	£

	Planning: adjust school hours and policies for periods of extreme weather.
	Have a policy in place for adjusting hours and expectations (clothing for example) during periods of extreme weather.
	1. Consider the specific characteristics of a climate event that would lead the school to adjust opening hours (and other associated measures).
2. Develop policy and consult on proposals.
3. Establish protocols and implement as necessary.
	May 2026
	Hot weather and heatwaves: guidance for schools and other education settings – The Education Hub (blog.gov.uk)

https://www.bbc.co.uk/future/article/20230802-what-is-the-best-clothing-to-keep-you-cool

	£

	Prepare our schools for the physical impacts of climate change by installing water efficient fixtures.
	Adjust the school building and campus to improve water efficiency and prepare for a period of drought/shortage etc.
	1. Conduct a review/ audit of water fixtures.
2. Identify possible areas of efficiency.
3. Measures: 
· low-flow taps
· dual flush toilets
· rainwater harvesting
4. Install fixtures.
5. Train staff how to use and maintain.
	March 2027
	How to save water | Waterwise

Business Water Efficiency | Castle Water

Helpful guide to help you understand options for action and prioritise adaptation measures

	£££

	Prepare our schools for the physical impacts of climate change by installing rainwater harvesting systems.
	Adjust the school building and campus to improve water efficiency and prepare for a period of drought/shortage etc.
	1. Conduct a review/ audit of potential rainwater harvesting locations.
2. Install fixtures.
3. Train staff how to use and maintain.
	 March 2027
	Rainwater Harvesting regulations in the UK - What you need to know before installation - Rainwater Harvesting
	£££

	CLIMATE EDUCATION AND GREEN CAREERS – Educating our children 

	Develop further opportunities for children to engage with nature on a routine basis.
	Consider further nature based activities to improve pupil engagement and wellbeing.


	1. Consider activities and events such as Green sketching to improve engagement and awareness.
2. Consider funding opportunities.
	March 2026
	https://www.edutopia.org/article/benefits-nature-journaling/

	££

	Share with staff and pupils what climate change action we are taking by promoting successes and achievements.
	Continue to promote and celebrate the work of the school, and raise awareness in the community about the school’s commitment to climate education and action.
	1. Promote through assemblies, newsletters, updates and events.
2. Get students involved with planning, promoting and celebrating events, campaigns and successes – positive impact on the environment and the climate.
3. Consider participating in the Eco Schools award.
	Establish ASAP.
	https://www.eco-schools.org.uk/about/what-is-eco-schools/

	£

	Embed sustainability and climate education in the wider curriculum by incorporating it in more lessons.
	Explore opportunities to further develop curriculum provision to include climate education, nature, sustainability beyond the core components of the NC.
	1. Consider curriculum content based on Conceptual Milestones audit (In Section 2).
2. Get staff on board early to explore opportunities to further develop curriculum content.
3. Use resources with information on how to embed (EEF – Managing Change).
4. Embed new curriculum content.
5. Review impact.
	June 2026
	https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/zbgxjsg

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z4g3f82

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/ztx9qyc

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eef-blog-how-can-schools-manage-change-and-make-it-stick

	££

	Embed sustainability and climate education in the wider curriculum by inviting external speakers to come into school.
	Arrange for external speakers to come into school to run workshops/ talks.
	1. Consider focus and need indicated or supported by curriculum content.
2. Research and invite appropriate speakers.
3. Share learning and celebrate with the local community.
4. Consider what might change as a result of their input.
5. Establish a longer term programme of speakers.
	June 2026
	https://motivationalspeakersagency.co.uk/sustainability-environment-speakers


	£
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OUR SCHOOL, OUR COMMUNITY, OUR WORLD

Conceptual Milestones and Key Vocabulary - Mapping Conceptual Development Within the Curriculum

End of Reception / Year 1

		[bookmark: _Hlk214001660]KEY CONCEPTS

		YEAR GROUP / TERM / SUBJECT / ASSEMBLY



		Environment

		



		Planet

		



		Earth

		



		Nature

		



		Wildlife

		



		Plants

		



		Habitat

		



		Wood

		



		Forest

		



		Energy

		



		Recycle

		



		Reuse

		



		Pollution

		



		Rubbish

		



		Waste

		



		Rewilding

		










End of Year 2

		KEY CONCEPTS

		YEAR GROUP / TERM / SUBJECT / ASSEMBLY



		Local/global environment

		



		Weather

		



		Climate

		



		Environment

		



		Global warming

		



		Monoculture

		



		Biodiversity

		



		Extinction

		



		Rewilding

		



		Wood wide web

		



		Conservation

		



		Living coast

		



		Lake District National Park

		



		Energy

		



		Waste

		



		Consumption

		



		Pollution

		








By End of Year 4

		KEY CONCEPTS

		YEAR GROUP / TERM / SUBJECT / ASSEMBLY



		Climate change

		



		Atmosphere

		



		Greenhouse effect

		



		Greenhouse gas emissions

		



		Carbon

		



		Carbon emissions

		



		Carbon dioxide

		



		Carbon cycle

		



		Natural resources

		



		Fossil fuels

		



		Renewable energy

		



		Sustainability

		



		Deforestation

		



		Soil degradation

		



		Adaptation

		



		Natural solution

		



		Cycles

		



		Systems

		



		UNESCO Urban Biosphere

		







By End of Year 6

		KEY CONCEPTS

		YEAR GROUP / TERM / SUBJECT / ASSEMBLY



		Carbon footprint

		



		Climate emergency

		



		Tipping points

		



		Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

		



		Ecosystems

		



		Climate justice

		



		Carbon sinks

		



		Permaculture

		



		Positive feedback loops

		



		Greenwashing

		



		Trophic cascading

		



		Carbon neutral

		



		Net zero
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